Worming a Crocodilian

In the crocodilian pet trade imported animals are a constant presence. Caiman are the crocodilians most likely to be imported. The Cuvier’s dwarf and Schneider’ smooth fronted caiman are frequently imported from South America. Along with the caiman comes a myriad of undesirable organisms that may prove detrimental to the animal’s long-term survival. Kerry Swan of El Largarto alligator farm in Citra, Florida has come up with a simple and effective procedure to combat these harmful parasites in imported crocodilians. All medical procedures should be performed by or under the supervision of a qualified veterinarian. The procedure for large and small crocodilians is detailed as follows:

Small Crocodilian worming procedure

Step1: Prepare the wormer medication. Safeguard(Panacur) at 1cc per Kg, which is equivalent to 100mg/cc. Mix with liquid Flagyl(metronidazole) at a dose of 100mg/kg.
Step 2: Use hard plastic tubing (equine artificial inseminating tubes work well) that are heat softened on one end.

Step 3: Measure the distance to the crocodilians stomach by holding the tube alongside the crocodilian. Mark the tube.

Step 4: Grease the tube with mineral oil.

Step 5: Holding the crocodilian in one hand convince the animal to bite a piece of soft foam or clothe which has been placed in the side of the crocodilians mouth.

Step 6: Slide the tube containing the wormer into the crocodilians mouth. Make sure to avoid the trachea. Stop when you reach the previously made mark on the tube. Ensure that enough tube is outside the crocodilians mouth to preclude your fingers from entering the animal’s mouth.

Step 7:  Inject the wormer via a syringe attached to the tube.

Large crocodilian worming procedure

Step 1: Cover a 12-inch long, 1” diameter PVC pipe with soft cloth or duct tape. Induce the animal to bite the PVC pipe. Once the animal has the pipe in it’s jaws secure the animals jaws with tape or rope. The animal’s eyes should be covered to help reduce stress and defensive reactions.
Step 2: The actual worming device is a tip-softened CPVC tube, less than .5”. Follow the same basic measuring principal as with the smaller crocodilians. Tube long enough to reach the stomach, measured and marked.

Step 3: The CPVC tube needs a ‘plunger’. Use a solid rod, slightly smaller in diameter than the CPVC but not a tight fit. You want something that can slide relatively easily. 

Step 4: In the end of the CPVC tube to be inserted into the crocodilian push a piece of bread or meat down the tube about 6 inches. Enough to clog the tube but allows enough room for the placement of the wormer.

Step 5: With the clog in position place the desired amount of wormer into the ‘bread’ end of the CPVC tube.

Step 6: Grease the CPVC tube with mineral oil.

Step 7: Slide the CPVC tube through the larger 12-inch PVC tube in the crocodilians mouth until the stomach is reached. Make sure to avoid the trachea.

Step 8: Insert the solid rod into the CPVC tube and push the tubes contents into the crocodilians stomach.

** It is advisable to allow the crocodilian to drop the mouth tube on their own rather than having it pulled from the jaws, which can cause damage to both teeth and bone structure. The tubes are to large to be swallowed and observing the animal following the procedure will allow for quick removal of the object when it is released. The worming of larger crocodilians is generally considered a job for more than one individual. Smaller animals can be wormed alone but an assistant is always considered a valuable asset.

